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JIM - ANY COMMENTS? |
S

~ ACTION REQUESPED:

 'STAFF RESPONSE: ( ) I CONCUR. ( ) NO COMMENT. ( ) HOLD.

‘PLEASE NOTE OTHER commanrs»nchw:-,7




THE WHITE HOUSE -

WASHINGTON

‘ January 23, 1978

,v 'MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENTM R 7

FROM: A Jack Watson lC'

SUBJECT: ~  GENERAL sz)@ WILSON

General Louis H. Wilson/ the present Commandant of the:"

United States Marine Corps, will complete his four‘Year-,;ﬁ7fz-**

term as Commandant in June of 1979 and will retire from =

active duty in the Marine Corps at that time. He is an -

= old friend of mine, and a man I have long admired. - . (He o

was my first commandlng officer when I went into the

'Marlne Corps in June 1960; he was a Colonel at the t1me )'nﬁﬁl

Lou made a spec1a1 trip to my office to say that, upon
his retirement, he would like very much to be appointed -

. fChalrman of the American Battle Monuments Commission. ‘
. It is a job without pay but, as he said, it would permit R

him to "keep his hand in after he retires." ' The Commis~- " -

- sion supervises the maintenance of battle monuments over— .

'iseas, and the Chalrmanshlp is largely an honorary post. '
'~ The. present Chairman is General Mark Clark who is in his

A Marlne ‘'has never served on the 12-member Comm1551on,,and S
it would be especially significant to appoint a retiring . =~ .
Commandant of the Marine Corps as Chairman.  Lou is very . '

. close to Senators Stennis and Eastland who have indicated . -

80's and was app01nted by Presxdent Nixon. 1n 1969.V1'q.

that he has their strong support.  Needless to say, it is

-a modest request for. a man who has served hlS country so

“well for so 1ong.
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ACTION REQUESTED: JIM - ANY COMMENTS?

STAFF RESPONSE: ( ) I CONCUR. (') NO COMMENT.

PLEASE NOTE OTHER COMMENTS BELOW:

( ) HOLD.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 23, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT‘/A/

FROM: , Jack Watson

SUBJECT: GENERAL LAUIH WILSON

General Louis H. Wilgo the present Commandant of the.
United States Marine Corps, will complete his four-year
term as Commandant in June of 1979 and will retire from
active duty in the Marine Corps at that time. He is an
0ld friend of mine, and a man I have long admired. (He
was my first commanding officer when I went into the
Marine Corps in June 1960; he was a Colonel at the time.)

Lou made a special trip to my office to say that, upon
his retirement, he would like very much to be appointed
Chairman of the American Battle Monuments Commission.

It is a job without pay but, as he said, it would permit
him to "keep his hand in after he retires." The Commis-
sion supervises the maintenance of battle monuments over-
seas, and the Chairmanship is largely an honorary post.
The present Chairman is General Mark Clark who is in his
80's and was appointed by President Nixon in 1969.

A Marine has never served on the l2-member Commission,. and
it would be especially significant to appoint a retiring
Commandant of the Marine Corps as Chairman. Lou is very
close to Senators Stennis and Eastland who have indicated
that he has their strong support. Needless to say, it is
a modest request for a man who has served his country so
well for so long.



